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Squirrel say 


Hello Friends, 

Lap here's a quick note from 
me about how to use your 

alphabet stickers! 4 


ALPHABET STICKERS 


By issue 58 you will have received 
two complete sets of alphabet 
stickers, plus an extra A, E, P and S. 
Use these stickers to spell out your 
name, or that of a friend, on the 
front of a notebook, lunchbox 

or bedroom door. 


| 
If you haven't got wt panic: 
all your copies of por. 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below 
stating which parts you want us to 
send you and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part1 

which only costs 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box 
holds 26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
Boxes you want and enclosing the payment. 

Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, be 
sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 0424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 
4TJ or telephone 0424 755755. 
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The animals were patrolling the park against 
poachers. Wherever Whistler went, Speedy 
followed, chatting away. “What a romantic 
night it is ... to think we are the only herons 
in the park ...” 


Fox and Vixen 
prowled by. Fox 
spotted a Stoat 
and was about 

to pounce, when ... 


“Hello Fox,” called Speedy. The Stoat made 
its getaway, and Fox groaned. “That would 
have satisfied both of us,” he complained. 


Just then a twig snapped. Fox and Vixen hid 
under some bushes as a man passed by. “We’d 
better warn Stag,” said Fox to Vixen. “You go 
round the other way.” 


“Madam. Go home!” said Owl, firmly. “Well 
that’s the last time I help you,” said Speedy, 


“... soon we will be building our nest ... and 
then there will be chicks ...” “Shhh!” said 
Kestrel. “Hush!” said Badger. “You lot have 
no manners,” said Speedy. 


flying off in a huff. 


The herd were feeding in the moonlight with 
the White Stag keeping watch. He heard Fox 
call but it was too late. 


... and another deer was dead. 


“If this goes on we will have to leave the - As Fox was thinking, a lump of melting snow 
park,” said White Stag to the animals. fell on his head. “No, wait, I have a plan to 
trap the poachers,” he said. 


As the Stoat 
crossed the 
wood, Lady Blue 
crept up and 
pounced. 


“Please don’t 
kill me,” cried 
Stoat. 


Fox told White Stag his plan. They did not “T can tell you 
know that the Stoat had been listening to the plans of the 
what they said from behind a bush. Farthing Wood Fox.” 


a plan to trap the poachers. “Why didn’t that all this about Fox’s plan?” Weasel backed away 
Weasel keep me informed?” he muttered. “I'll and then dodged out of Scarface’s reach. 
have to go out and find her.” 


“T don’t know 
anything,” 
shrieked Weasel, 
running away as 
fast as her limp 
would let her. 


Scarface was 
catching up on 
her when she got 
to the pond. 


She dodged to the side and Scarface 
went skidding over the icy surface. 


: 
ij 
E 
Lady Blue went to tell Scarface that Fox had “Stop right there, Weasel” he called. “What's 


Weasel screamed with laughter as Lady Blue ___ Back in their den Scarface was angry. “It’s all 
went to help her mate. “Come on my dear,” that Fox’s fault the poachers have come to the 
she called. “The ice is starting to melt.” park. He shouldn’t have stolen those chickens.” 


Next week: Keeping watch. 


All About... 


G6GHi! I’m Shadow, Bold’s friend. | know Badger has 
told you quite a bit about how we badgers live and what 
our setts are like. So | thought you might 

like to find out a bit more about our family life. 
Most of us badgers live in a community of 

up to 15 boars, sows and cubs. Each community 
usually has one main sett in its territory and a 
number of smaller ones. Some setts, which 
have been used by several generations of 
badgers, can have over 40 entrances. 

Our territories can stretch over 120 acres or 
more and we don’t take kindly to trespassers — 
it’s the job of the chief boar to chase 

away any badger who dares to cross our 
boundaries. Sometimes he even has to fight 
with the trespasser.99 


“ 


Mother badgers work extremely hard when 
their cubs have just been born. They change 
the bedding regularly so it doesn’t get damp, 
and harmful creatures don’t set up home in it. 
Holding the bedding to her chest with her 
forelegs and chin, the mother shuffles 
backwards along a tunnel to an exit. She 
dumps the stale bedding outside the sett and 
goes in search of fresh bracken, leaves, 
straw or hay, which she rakes into a bundle. 
Then she drags this backwards into the 
tunnel and to the chamber. 


When the cubs are born, their eyes are closed and 
they have grey silky hair, about 12cm long. The chief 
boar keeps well away from their chamber - the mother 
makes it quite clear that he is not welcome. But once 
the cubs are old enough to venture out and to play 
outside the sett, the boar and other adults in the 
group sometimes play with them. If the ground in front 
of a sett is bare, it probably means that the cubs have 
been doing a lot of chasing, rolling and tumbling. 


ZA 
Be a Nature Detective 


SCRATCHING POSTS 

Do you remember Badger said that 
cubs sharpen their claws on tree 
trunks? Well, adults do it, too. It helps 
to clean the mud out of their claws. 
They like to use trees with rough bark, 
like elders or oaks. Look out for scratch 
marks if you’re in badger countryside. 


All About... 


Sensitive snouts 


66As you probably know, we badgers 
don’t have good eyesight but our sense 
of smell is excellent. The first thing we - 
do when we come out of our sett is to 
sniff the air for any strange or dangerous 
smells. If the coast is clear, then we 
move away from the entrance and start 
the evening’s activities.99 


< SNIFFING AND GROOMING IT's sag 

We usually move about our territories on a fixed Enae 

path. We amble along, nose to the ground, 

sniffing rather than seeing our way. The path is DIGGING TACTICS 

marked out with lots of smelly signposts, which When a badger is digging, it can 
other badgers in the group leave every evening. Aiaehisieatsand/nakeits nostfils 
Like them, | stop from time to time and squat to ewe analletse.thauit ignot 
leave a drop of strong-smelling liquid from a bothered by showers of fine soil 
gland under my tail. . 


To help us recognize the members of 
our community, each group has its own 
special smell. To ‘perfume’ each other, 
one badger backs on to another one, 
raises his or her tail and squirts the 
special smell from a gland under the 
tail on to the companion’s fur. 


We push our snouts in among the dead 
leaves and grasses to sniff out worms and 
beetles. We also like the underground stems 
and bulbs of plants like Lords-and-Ladies. 
By autumn we have put on a great deal of 
weight - this helps us to survive the winter 
months when we feed very little. 


P As well as each badger grooming his or 
her own fur, we often groom each other to 
keep clean and get rid of fleas and lice. 

This helps us to stay friends. 


TRAPPED! 

The horrible trap that snared Shadow is called 
a gin trap. Badgers used to be trapped and 
killed for their hair, which was made into 
shaving brushes. Some were used for the 
cruel sport of badger baiting when terriers are 
set on a badger that can’t escape. Today, gin 
traps and badger baiting are illegal. 


gi,’ 
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Dear Friends! 


| hope you are all enjoying the 


Deer Park on television. So how 


Joan 


Farthing Wood was being destroyed, 
Badger and Fox were Very annoyed, 

So Badger called a meeting that very day, 
And they soon were all gone and far away. 


Weasel, Kestrel, Adder and Mole, 

Hares, Rabbits, Fieldmice along with the Voles, 
Toad was worried when they reached the road, 
Wishing that he wasn’t a toad. 


Badger hurried the rabbits alons, 

Hares, Squirrels, Weasel didn’t take long. 
Next came the Newts, Voles and Adder, 
Of course the traffic nearly had ‘er. 


They all fell asleep in the leaves and the bark, 
Then they all carried on into White Deer Park. 


Frazer Mayhew, aged 9 


adventures of the animals in White 


about sending me so 
me poems and 
pictures of the new slaaoters such 


as Scarface, Bold, Speedy and Crow? 


nsil 
\? 


owynel 


Juli 
ulia Hastings, aged 11 
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In Thomas: aged? 


The barn is covered with snow 
Where water is beginning to flow. 
The owl, a bird of prey, 

Sits patiently on the bar all day. 
The mice wait anxiously for the 
cat to appear, 

Are waiting now full of fear. 
Suddenly ..- BANG 

The shotgun of the gans- 
Everyoody scurries about 

So no-one will be caught out. 


Emily Murphy, aged 10 


Why did the boy ask for a 
pencil when he was in bed? 


“sule}Ina ay} MEdp OJ 


Leon Cowell, aged 7 


Gemma Haigh: 


aged 10 


What is the Newts 
favourite fairy tale? 


jiseeg oy} pue Aymon 
Jack Moore, aged 6 


Eleanor Taylor’ " 
s mui i 
cake for her 8th a seins 


migrate. I’m not planning on migrat 
many birds start to get itchy feet ai 
Some of them have been here a 
raised their chicks. Now the 


VARIMeEr.p ¢ end tl eV 
irds:aresflying in from colder climes 

on finding milder weather and a ric O 
our estuaries, woods and hedgerows. Try 
which birds in the picture are leaving for wi 


which ones are just arriving.99 


Thrush’s Challenge: here’s a tricky test for you. 
Can you count all the birds that are either 
perched on reeds, or resting on the ground? 


Redwings and 
i Fieldfares arrive 
from northern Europe 
in October. The journey 
is not a mega migration but 
takes them several hours. Once 
safely in Britain, they can’t wait ~ 
to tuck in to the rich supply of berries, 
worms, snails, insects. 


Knots take to the wing and head for 
estuaries in winter. The main picture shows 
a large flock in flight in the distance. It looks 
like a flashing dark cloud, which turns 
silvery as the birds change direction. 


Bramblings 
fly to Britain 
for winter. 
They’re 
looking for 
milder weather 
than they can 
find in their 
Scandinavian and 
Russian summer homes. 


Pink-footed geese are 
winter visitors to the north 
of England and Scotland. 
They often fly in a V- 
shape, which helps you 
identify them in the sky. 


The Hoopoe sf". 


normally 

spends the summer in 
central and southern 
Europe. But, occasionally 
a Hoopoe travels as far 
north as Britain. It’s a stunning 
bird, which gets its name from 
its ‘hoo poo poo’ call. 


When Swallows arrive, 
summer is definitely on 
the way. Then in autumn, 
Swallows gather on 
telegraph wires or other 
perches before migrating 
to South Africa. 


The Sedge warbler’s 

winter home is in Africa. 
In April it makes the trip 
to Britain and stays until 
September. You can tell it from 
other warblers by its pale eye stripe 
and streaked back. 


The Yellow wagtail travels to 
Britain in April. It spends its 
summer holidays in damp 
meadows feeding on flies, 
caterpillars and beetles. It is a 
very wary bird and never 
gives away the position of its 
nest on the ground. 


The Curlew sandpiper leaves its 
Siberian breeding grounds in August or 
September and heads for the warmth of 
Africa. Britain is a handy stop-off on its 
way to its winter grounds. 


There are ten Swallows, six Bramblings, five 
Redwings, six Fieldfares and a Sedge warbler - 
28 birds in all. Don’t count the flying Swallow. 


FLIGHTS OF FANCY 


Almost all birds can fly. They can travel 
faster and further than any other animal, 
apart from Man, of course! For thousands 
of years, humans have dreamed of flying 
like birds. They put on wings and flapped 
their arms about trying to get off the 
ground! But the human body is not made 
for flying, so we have to use man-made 
machines instead 


ALBATROSS 
GLIDER 

The Albatross can soar 

and glide on rising currents of 


air for hours on end, rather like 
man-made gliders and hang-gliders do. 


You will need: 
thin card, polystyrene tray, craft knife, 
scissors, coloured paper, glue, paper-clip. 


2 Ask an adult to help you cut out the 
3 : pieces with a craft knife. Decorate the 
: glider with coloured pieces of a. 
Birds can fly in three different ways - they can either glide, flap or hover: de 


q Trace the three glider templates on 
to thin card and cut them out. Lay the 
pieces on a flat polystyrene tray. 


Ly 


3 Push the wings and tail through the slots, 
as shown. Bend down the wing flaps. Slip a 
paper-clip over the nose of 

the glider to add weight. 


Stand on a chair, launch your 
glider and watch it glide 
through the air. 


= 


WE WAVE TAKE OFF 
Birds have several ways of taking off, 
too. Some run to get up enough speed, e 
others push off from water. But birds in 

trees and on cliffs take off by falling into 

the air! Man-made flying machines use 

engine power. sv q 


NUMMINEBIRD 
NOVERGRAFT 


Hummingbirds hover by beating their 
wings so fast that they create a cushion of 
- > air beneath them. Hovercrafts 
‘hover’ in the same way, except 
— they have fans instead of wings. 
The first Hovercraft in Britain was flown 
across the English Channel in 1959. 


AS TWE CROW FLIES 


The most common way birds fly is by flapping their 2 Tape two more 
wings! Have a go at making this flapping crow. Biro tubes either side 
of the top hole. 


You will need: 

0 plastic bottle, pencil, compass, string, 
three Biro tubes, sticky tape, orange card, 
black crepe paper, two wire coat-hangers. 


q Make a hole either side of a plastic bottle, 


first with a compass point, then made bigger ©) 


You will need: a jong balloon, 
with a pencil. Slot in an empty Biro tube. 


drinking straw, sticky tape, string. 


You will need: 
balloon, cork, glue, 
round plastic lid, skewer. 


3 For the wings, 
stretch out two wire 
coat-hangers. 

Ask an adult to 

cut off the hooks. 


| 

J Make a hole in the centre 

| of the lid. Pierce a hole 
lengthwise through the cork. 
Turn the lid upside down 

| and glue the cork on the lid, 

| 


q Cut a length of string, at least 
4m long. Tie one end round a door 
handle. Thread a straw on to the 
piece of string and get a friend to 
hold the string taut. as 


a Fit the ends of the wire into the 
tubes. Thread two lengths of string 
through the centre tube and tie an end 
to the middle of each wing. Raise the 
wings slightly and tie the strings 
together at the bottom of the 
centre tube. 


lining up the two holes. 


2 Blow up a long 
balloon and hold the 
end tightly so that no 
air can escape. Tape 
the balloon to the straw. 


5 Cover the wings with black crepe 
paper. Glue on a pair of eyes anda 
tail, make a beak out of orange card 
and stick it over the neck of the bottle. 


2 When the glue is dry, 
blow up the balloon and fit 
it over the cork. Put your 
Hovercraft on the ground. 
As the air rushes out of 
the balloon, it lifts the 
mr Hovercraft off the ground. 


If you flick it, it will 
2 skim along. 


ti 


Now pull the 
string at the 
bottom to make 
your crow flap 


its wings! 
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Puzzle it ouf SV 


4 MIRROR Ag 
SB IUMAGES / 


The young hares had found a mirror 


while playing in White Deer Park. They 


brought it back to show their mother. 
“It’s a good mirror,” said Mrs Hare, 
looking at herself. 


LOOK IN THE MIRROR 

A mirror reverses the image of 
whoever is looking in it. Which of 
these pictures shows Mrs Hare’s 
face as she sees it in the mirror? 


MIRROR IMAGE 

If you rest the edge 

of a mirror along the 
centre of a picture, 

you will see that the 
reflection is exactly 

the same. This is called 
a mirror image. Which 
of the pictures here 

are made up of mirror 
images (one side of the 
object being exactly the 
same as the other side)? 


: ‘ / ‘= 2% H 
m1 y wile : SVD 


“want to see myself,” cried out one of the 


X 


S young hares, trying to grab the mirror. Soon they 
were all yelling and fighting over it. 

“Stop it at once!” called out Mrs Hare. “You can 
all take turns. Here it is,” she said, handing it to 
one of them, “and please play nicely together.” | 


0) 
[por JOD (ea JU 


£ Te 


, 212 o'clock midday. 


NOOO 


PALINDROMES 

A palindrome is a great-sounding name 
for a word that reads the same both 
backwards and forwards, such as PEEP. 
Here are some clues to other palindromes. 


3 What a baby wears when 


it’s eating. 4 ia (Gl 


4 A seed inside an apple. 


alate ly 


Lats ) 6A Girl’s name. 


td 5 Father and mother. Hes ame a Oa O ae bs 
HOA} 
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WORDS IN REVERSE hu a 

In a mirror everything is reversed, or reads , 
backwards. Some words turn into other words 
when they are reversed, for example, TAB 
becomes BAT. Can you write down what 
words become when they are read backwar 


2) 


Puzzle it ouf B= 


The mirror kept the young Hares amused for 
quite a long time. When they had tired of playing 
with it, they decided to go out and look at their 
reflections in another mirror — the pond! 


REFLECTIONS IIN THE POND 
Nine of these reflections aren’t quite right — 
can you see which they are? 


reflected in the top 


PEEPING PERISCOPE 


If you want to peep into a neighbour’s 
garden and can’t quite see over the wall — 
make yourself a periscope! 


You will need a piece of card 28 x 28cm, two 
small hand mirrors with a short edge of 
about 6cm, ruler, scissors, sticky tape. 


] Draw three lines, 7cm apart, to divide the 
card into four sections. Lightly draw a 5 x 5cm 
square in each section across the top and 
bottom, as shown in the diagram. 

For windows, cut out two squares, as in the 
diagram. For mirror slots, draw diagonals in 
the squares as shown in the diagram. Cut 
along them, making the slots thick enough to 
hold your mirrors. 


2 Put the ruler along each line and bend the 


card up. Fold it into a square and tape it together. 


The things 
you Can See from 
over the wall are 


mirror. The image 
is reflected in the 

bottom mirror fig 
which you?re 
looking at. 


Ruler 


<—— Iem-><— Tem — Fem > <—Tem—> 


3 Slide the mirrors 
carefully into the 
slots. One faces 
down and the other 
faces up. Tape the 
mirrors in position. 
Now you can 

peep over the wall. 
What can you see? 
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Newt's crest. 


Colour it in 


TIME FOR LUNGEH 


